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Character and its construction are considered

fundamental elements of the novel. This study, employing a

Corres.ponding descriptive—analytical approach, aims to demonstrate how
author: Hamid Reza Shahabadi creates the main and secondary
a.abood@uos.edu.iq characters in his novel Dilmaj through the use of narrative

and structural devices, and how he utilizes them to
represent the historical-social context of the Qajar era.

Doi:
https://doi.org/10.3658
6/jcl.2.2026.0.54.0334

The central question of this paper is concerned with the
extent to which the author utilizes theoretical criteria of
character construction and how successfully he has applied
these criteria in shaping the novel’s characters.

The research methodology is based on analyzing the
B novel’s text and conducting a critical study of the relevant
theoretical sources. The findings indicate that Shahabadi, in
addition to developing the character of Mirza Yusef
(Dilmaj), used the secondary characters as mirrors and
’4 Crossref narrative drivers. By combining techniques such as
Content description, interior monologue, meaningful naming, and
h i the use of archetypes, he directs the reader toward
identification and empathy.

Keywords: The novel, the character, Character’s
Construction, Dilmaj, Hamid Reza Shahabadi.
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